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= after” s commend: ng of his People to God con- 
ered, as illuſtrated by the Apoſtle Paul's taking 
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Dear Chriſtian Friends, 


URSUANT to your requeſt, I here 
T preſent you with the ſubſtance of 
thoſe diſcourſes, with which, I lately 
| concluded, my paſtoral miniſtrations a- 
mong you. Theſubſtance, (I ſay) of them, 
for as my Notes were ſhort and uaperfect ; 
and it was a thing very foreign from my 
expectation, that I ſhould be ever deſired 
to review them; as alſo, a variety of o- 
ther things have ever ſince crouded in 
upon my attention; it is impoſhble I 
mould preſerve a univerſal ſameneſs of 
expreſſion, or indeed recover many of the 
thoughts enlarged on; at leſt in the ex- 


gat order and connection they were per- 


ſued. Time forbad me, to mention ſome 
few things from the pulpit, which I had 
prepared, with deſign of not omitting ; 
and ſome other things J have now a little 
farther digeſted, than at that time I had 
leiſure for: which muſt atone, for what 
ever you may find miſſing on your peru- 
fal: not that I have omitted any thing 
with deſign, being conſcious of having 
faid nothing, but what I judged ſome- 
What pertinent to the Occaſion, and what 
flowed 


» 


(iv) 
flowed from an heart warmed (I hope) 
with a ſineere Zeal for your ſpiritual and 
everlaſting good. „ 
1 I make no apology for the preſent pub- 
lication, more than it is done, not to 
leaſe myſelf, but to gratify you: nor 
have T known, well how to comply with 
your, requeſts, only I know as little how 
to deny any thing, that was urged in 
proof of that eſteem, and regard for you, 
which at leaving you, I expreſſed. 
Accept therefore, this ſmall perform- 
ance, (ſuch as it is) as a token of my 
unfeigned reſpects for you, as Chriſtians, 
and friends. And in return, J again aſk 
the favour, of your. continual interceſ- 
ſions, for me and mine, that there may 
be a viſible hand of God upon us for 
good, in ordering all things, for his own 
. glory, and the furtherance of his goſpel, 
and Kingdom, in the World. It is a 
weighty and difficult ſervice, his provi- 
dence has devolved upon me, but it is as 
- important, as it is difficult : for what can 
be expected, but a famine of the word, 
unleſs there is a continued ſucceſſion, of 
faithful, godly diſpenſers of it, to ſupply 
the growing wants of the Churches ? and 
what the direct, and neceſſary means (on 
- our part,) but the aſſiſting ſuch pious 
youth in their ſtudies, whoſe hearts, and 
deſires, the Lord has. encouraged, and 
x directed, 
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| 4 9 
directed, towards the ſacred ſervice of 
the Sanctuary? 

= How far, and how long, God may 
condeſcend to make uſe of a weak, and 
W frail, and unworthy inſtrument, in ſuch 
k a general ſervice of the Churches, I 
ES would cheartully leave with him, whoſe 
: I am, and whom I earneſtly deſire to 


W ſerve, according to my meaſure in the 
© goſpel of his Son. 


ln the mean time, that the Lord may 
Ibe with your Spirits; ſtrengthen your 
Whearts and hands in his true fear ; unite 
ou in the choice of a Paſtor after 
his own heart, one who ſhall naturally 
and tenderly care for your State; and ſuc- 
ceſofully feed you, with Knowledge and 
Junderſtanding, eſtabliſhing you in every 
: good word and work; is the cordial de- 
Wire and prayer of him, who continues to 


Ide your real friend, and Servant in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. 
* 


Mile-End, 
Jan. 1. 1755. 
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Now Brethren I commend you t0 
God and to the word of his Grace, 
which is able to build you up and 
to give you an Inheritance among 
all them that are ſanctiſied. 


HERE are few things more 
highly deſerve our Chriſtian atten- 
tion, or that more intimately af- 
fe& our eſtabliſhment, in the fear 
bf God, and our chearfull, and becoming 


walk before him; than the carefully diſtin- 
Fuiſbing between thoſe bleſſings and enjoyments, 
which are ſtable and abiding, and thoſe, 
x which are ſubject to alteration and change. 


It is the Glory of the Covenant of Grace, that 


it is an everlaſting covenant, ordered in all 2 Sam. 23 
= things and ſure, containing all our Salvation, 5 
and all our Deſire. All - primary, and eſ- 

= /ential bleſſings of it, are like the Rock it is 


built on, unchangeable, immoveable, eternal. 
Have we a good hope thro* grace that we are 
accepted in the beloved? that our Sins are 
pardor'd ? our perſons juſtified ? and our ti- 
tle is conveyed, to the exalted dignity and 
privileges of Sons ? It is all in virtue of that 
righteouſneſs, which the great Surety has 
wrought out, on purpoſe that Jrael might be 

| 2% | ſaved 


2 A Paſtor's commending | 
Iſa. 45. ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting ſalvaii WF 
17- and might never be aſhamed, or confounded wor 
without End. | 

Have we Aa goſpel Evidence, that we are 

born again, are partakers of the Spirit, ar: 

called by Grace? that our Repentings have 


been kindled, our faith is unfeigned, our 8 
hearts are renewed, our Conſciences ſancti- bi 


fied, our wills and our affections brought in- 

to an Fi'y ſubjection to the Redemer's Scep- F 

ter ? All theſe precious gifts and the Callin; il ; 

2 1 of our God, are e repentance; We \K 
read of his repenting that he had created ai 

World, but never, that he had converted ai 
Gen. 6. 6. Sinner. No! theſe are all the fruits of his 
abſolute purpoſe, and grace which was given 

2 Tim.1."us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began. 
9. Whenever the Father of Mercies receives the Þ 
returning Prodigal, it is into the open Arms | 

Luk. 15. of his evelaſting love, for having loved his 
20. gown be loveth them to the End: and the Moun- 
John 13. fins ſpall depart and the Hills be removed but 
my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee neither ſhall 
Ta. 3. e Covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith the 
I” Lord that hath mercy on thee. + | I 
On a baſis thus ſolid, and abiding, ſtand 
all the eſſential parts of a believers Salvation; 
But it is greatly otherwiſe, as to all lower 
.and uneſſential matters. There is a variety of 
bleſſings and enjoyments, that greatly, and 
moſt ſenſibly touch us, in the preſent ſtate, 
which muſt be neceſſarily ä in a very 
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different Claſs : they are, what the believer I 
is taught to view, and value, as a part of new 
Covenant proviſion ;- but muſt be conſidered 
im a ſecondary and ſubordinate Light only, as be- 
longing 


\ 


his people to God conſidered.” 3 
longing to the diſpenſation of the Covenant, 
ather than to the Covenant itſelf. Such are 
Wall carthly poſſeſſions, and temporal Enjoy- 
ments ; ſuch are all our preſent mutual rela- 
ions, and connections in Life; and ſuch too 
are all our external privileges and bleſſings, 
Wof a more . ature. What are Sab- 
Wbaths, Ordinances, Inſtruments and Means, 
but temporary appointments, ſuited to the 
preſent diſpenſation of things, in the King- 
dom of Grace? valuable, as Gods Ordinance 
for our training up to his Kingdom of Glory, 
yet no way, to be reſted in, or counted of, 
as durable and certain. No! like other ſub- 
lynary things they have Vanity engraved deep 
upon them all: Like life itſelf, they are ever 
upon the Wing, and it is the preſent privilege, 
the preſent comfort, even as it is the preſent 
hour, only, we can call our own, or improve 
as ſuch : The moſt agreeable connections 
muſt be diſſolved, the deareſt friends muſt 
art, when Death's cold hand receives Com- 
miſſion to cloſe our Eyes: And ſooner too, 
as oft as he ſees fit, whoſe prerogative it is, 
to diſpoſe of our Lot, and fix the bounds of 
our habitations, | F N | 
Hoy great a Privilege did this Church at 
Epheſus enjoy, in the ſtated miniſtry of this 
great Apoſtle among them, for years together! 
doubtleſs it yielded them the greateſt ſatisfac- 
tion, and was attended with the moſt emi- 
nent ſucceſs ; yet now the parting time was 
come: He who holds the ſtars in his right Rev. 1. 
hand, had other work for his ſervant to do: 20 
He muſt quit his preſent ſtation and charge; 
= addreſſing himſelf (as here he 'does,) to the 
. B 2 laſt, 


4 


from the beginning, it has been the pleaſure of 


you up, and to give you an inheritance among all 


N Paſtor can do for his people, when called by 


A_ Paſtor's. commending 

laſt, moving, and unpleaſant act of public 
ſervice among them, the taking a ſolemn and 
Anal farewell. Let us heb receive it, as an 
obſervation worth our notice, that it is no 
new, and unprecedented thing, for the La- 
bourers in the "Goſpel Vera to he ordered 
off, from their particulat Charge. The Pa- 
ſtoral relation is too firm and ſacred, to be vi- 
olated for light and trivial reaſons; Let are 
we not to eſteem it indiſſolvible; while we ſee 


the Lord, ſometimes to order us to other work 
and ervice. I 
_ The preſent unexpected and myſterious 3 
diſpoſitions of providence towards us, you 
will eaſily perceive, have led me to theſe 4 
remarks ; a Providence which has. over- 
ruled, what I at firſt eſteemed a fixt Reſolu- | 
tion, but by which I am now oblidged to 
ut this Period, to my ſtated and popes! 4 
Een among you. A 
And. in ſuch Circumſtances, what can I 
do more? and a Love unfeigned conſtrains 
me to do no leſs, than ſolemnly and affecti- 
onately to commend you to Gad, and the 
Word of his Grace. 

And now Brethren I commend you to God and 
the Word of bis Grace which is able to build 


them. that are ſan#iified. 
Docrzxixz. The Laſt and beſt Office a 


Providence to leave them, is earneſtly, and 
affectionately, to commend them into the 
Hands, of their Covenant God. 
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his people to God confidered. 
In illuſtrating this propoſition I can only 
I. In a brief, and curſory manner, conſi- 


der the Particulars expreſſed in the 
Text. And | 


II. Make ſuch application, and Uſe, of 
the Subject, as the preſent Occafion 


{. I have propoſed a brief, and curſory 
ſurvey, of the particulars expreſſe in 
the Text. And this is dl, the preſent 
hour will allow : though a full, and-di- 
ſtint explication, and improvement, of 
fo copious a ſcripture deſerves a more 

large, and ſpecial attention. However 


1. Let us advert a little, to the ſweet and 
engaging Manner of the Apoſtle's Addreſs. 
He addreſſes them under the familiar and 
affectionate Character of Brethren : and now 
Brethren, &c. The remark of a grave *Di- 
vine, upon this paſſage is, that Sanctity is 
no enemy to Civility. Indeed “ grace is ſo 
far from being an Enemy to good nature, or 
good manners, that it raiſes common civili- 
ty into ſerious Chriſtianity ” Nor is it eaſy 
to determine, whether the Apoſtle's Eye was 
fixed moſt, on his own Affection, or their 

inſtruction. 5 
By this indearing title how agreeably does 
he inſinuate the reality of his Efteem for . 
| that 


#* Swinnock Heaven and hell epitomized 4to. 
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17. 


Cor. 10. 


24 
Rom. 14. 


19. 
Gal. 6. 2. 
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that he had not lived ſo long amoflg Wan, 
as to outlive his Affection for them, but that 
they had ſtill a Place in his Heart, though 
His Fork and Maſter, was pleaſed. to call 
him, to other Employment. 

Again, How naturally did this Manner 
of Addreſs tend to Feihind them, that though 
his Office-CharaQter was diſſolving, their ſpi- 
ritual relation with him, and one another, 
was ſtill ſubſiſting. However God was diſ- 

ling of his lot, and future labours, they 

wuld dwell on this refreſhing thought, that 
they, and he, were ſtill as much as ever, 
„Children of the fame Father, members of 
the ſame Body, partakers of the ſame Spirit, 
united to the ſame” Head; were cloathed with 
the fame Robes, were to walk by the ſame 
rule, to be ſupplied from the ſame treaſury, 
to continue the ſame Warfare; and (in a 
word) were ſtill travelling to the ſame Home, 
being Heirs of the ſame inheritance, Heirs of 
004 4 and joynt-Heirs with the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
And farther. How ſtrong a tendency had 
this ſignificant appellation 'to knit, and unite 
their hearts, in cordial affection, and tender 
concern for each other! It was che primi- 
tive Cuſtom of Chriſtians to call all brethren, 
and ſiſters, of the fame holy communion,“ 
and Brethren in relation ſhould never ceaſe to 
be Brethren in affe#ion; ſeeking by all means 
to promote each others ſpiritual and eternal 
welfare. Not ſeeking their own but every man 
anothers wealth. Following after the things 
which make for peace and things whereby one 
may edify another. Bearing one enothers bin 
— and fo fulfilling,” the Law®6f Chrilt. 
Letting 
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his. people to God conſidered. 7 


Letting all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, 

and clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking, be put away 

from them, being kind 1 one another, tender Eg. 4. zi, 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for zz 
Chriſt's ſake, hath forgiven them. Warning 

them that are unruly, comforting the feeble-mind- Theſf. 
ed, ſupporting the weak and being patient towards *''® 
all nen; provoking one another only to love and Heb. 10. 
good works. In a word, they are to conſider *+ 
themſelves as being all of the ſame family ; 

and therefore are to Love, pity, counſel, and 


caution; to pray for, to watch over, and in- 
timately adhere, to each other as ſuch, in all 
the ſpecial duties, of their ſacred fellowſhip 
and communion, _ - Behold and admire the - 


excellency of goſpel-morality ! and as many Gal, 6, 
as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, 16. 
and mercy, and upon the Iſrael of God. 

All this ſpiritual, and important inſtructi- 


on, is evidently couched in this ſingle title, 


this compellation of Brethren, 


X 2. Let us attend, to the Apoſtle's laſt 


public act of miniſterial Duty, and Kindnefs 


towards them. He commended them to 


God, and to the Word of his Grace. I com- 
mend you to God. A tranſaction exceeding 
iweet, and exceeding ſolemn, the genuine ripe 
fruit of faith, and love, and the higheſt act of 
bath, when he was to ſee their faces no more 
in the Fleſh. - ** To commend one to another 


in our common Engliſh phraſeology is either 


to praiſe him for ſome worth in him, or elſe to 


expreſs reſpe#? from him.” but the ſenſe of the 


term, as it is here uſed, is very diſtin from 
either of theſe Ideas: The Original word 


thus 


oy 


15. 


this place. And 


A Paſtor's commending 
thus rendered figniftes; to bring, or place un- 
der the eye, or to preſent to confideration 
and regard; and it uently carries in it, 
ſomething farther too, viz. a committing in 
charge or to the peculiar care and faithful truf 
of a perſon. In which fulneſs of meaning, 
we are doubtleſs to underſtand the Apoſtle in 


1.) The Apoſtle commends theſe Epheſi- 
ans to God; that is; preſents them in his fight, 
for his continued ſpecial notice and regard. They 
were ſuchas he had begotten to Chriſt, through 


Cor. 4. the Goſpel, or at leaſt had been inſtrumen- 


tal, of helping greatly forward in their Chri- 
ftian Courſe ; over whom he had employed 
the tender and faithful Eye of paſtoral in- 
2 and ſince now a diſpenſation at- 

fds him which would ſoon command Hi, 
Eye from off them, he takes them by the 
hand, leads them to the Throne of grace and 
there, in earneſt prayer and fervent charity, 
preſents them afreſh, before the Eye of heaven, 

fore his God, and their God, for bis conti- 
nual favour, preſence, and bleſſing ; and as 
if he had addreſſed them Be not diſcourag- 
ed, Brethren, at my departure; though 


the Eye of an under ſhepherd is taken off 


you, I commit you to the Eye and Care of 
* the great Shepherd of Iſrael; though I 
% muſt leave you, he is ſtill with you, and 


can abundantly make up my abſence by 
* his inlivening preſence: He has infinite 


power 


T rug af eſt commendare veluti commendatur de- 
poſitum ſervandum ac ſuo reddendum tempore. Eraſm. 


5 his people to God conſidered. 
power for your protection, infinite wiſ- 
dom for your direction, and infinite favour d 
for your conſolation and ſalvation.” Thus | 
Prechren I commend you to God. but . 


2.) In commending theſe Epheſians to 
God, the Apoſtle allo itru/ts them in his 
hand, by the actings of his faith as well as of 
Whis affeclion. Conceive him ſaying, Among 
you, Brethren, have I gone tor ſome years 
WF paſt, preaching the kingdom of God; ye 
are my dear companions, and fellow-tra- 
vellers towards the land of promiſe; we 
have had ſweet ſeaſons together, in the en- Pfal. 132: 


© | joyment of Zion's proviſions, I have been g 

E. rd | Rom. 1. 
often greatly refreſhed with the mutual 12. 
faith, both of you and me; and I am per- heft. 
ſwaded you will ,many of you, be my Joy 2. 19. 
and my crown, in the day of the Lord Je- | 
F< ſus © wherefore I now Þ commit you as pre- 

C d czous 


i The greek word Tagar/fru is uſed in near twenty 
= places in 12 new teſtament. And from a carefull obſer- 
vation it appears, that where it is uſed in the active 
Voice, it ſignifies ſimply to preſent before the Eye, or elſe 
W to the conſideration and attention of the mind, as worthy 
our Notice and regard. And anſwerably in the paſſive 
Voice it expreſſes a thing to be ſo preſented or recom- 
WF mended, But when it is uſed in the middle voice, it al- 
= ways ſeems to carry in It, this farther Idea, of committing 
in charge, or to the truft and cars of a 2. and that in 
matters of the greateſt weight and ſolemnity, as is a- 
& bundantly evident in Luke 12. 48. to awhom men have 
committed much &c. Luke 23. 46. Into thy hands I commend 
my ſpirit. Act. 14. 23. they commended them to the Lord on 
whom they believed. 1 Tim. 1. 18. this charge I commit 
unto thee, 2 Tim. 2.2. the things thou haft heard, ow 
l thou 


7 


A Paſtor's commending © 
e cious Jewels and dear pledges to the tender 
£--Cyjtody of a faithful Coyenant God.” A; 
in Love I have left you, with one that i; 
able, ſo in 8 leave you, with one who 
« is faithful. Faithfull is be that calleth you 

* who alſo will do it. God is faithfull by whon 
© ye were called unto the fellowſhip of his ſer 
© Feſys Cbriſt our Lord. He is my God, and 
r God will ſupply all your needs according 15 
* brs riches. in glory by Chriſt Jeſus. He is 
your God, and he will perfe# that which con- 
* cerneth you, he will not forſake the work of hi; 
| * ownl hands. He will not leave you untill he 
„ Halb done, all which he bath ſpoken 10 you of 
Dur God is a promiſe-making and a pro- 
Pal. 105. miſe- performing God. A God that keep- 
8, * eth Covenant for ever. Whether I am pre- 
* l * Tent, or abſent, is of little importance, it 
| + is his preſence which is all in all. "a 
15 Ker ve 
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don to faithfull men, 1 Pet. 4. 19. let them commit theit 
fouls ng &c. 8 
In one place viz. Acts 17. 3. It is not ſo ſelf-evident, ( 
as in all the reſt, But to a cloſer attention I humbly ap- 
preheng it will appear, that zhere too, the meaning of 
the Holy Ghoſt is ſo far, from being inconffent with the 
ſenſe given, that in fact we loſe the force, and ſpirit of 
the expreffion, if we take only the ſenſe of the active 
voice. The words are, And Paul, as his manner 
was, reaſoned with them, out of the ſcriptures, opening, 
and alledging, that Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffered &c. 
1. e. He ſet before them the ſeveral teſtimonies to Chriſt, 
from the Old teſtament ſcriptures with great clearneſs 
and evidence, and then alſo «ged the truth in debate up- 
on their con/ciences as being no ſpeculative, indifferent 
= but a matter of the greateſt moment, which there- 
ore he committed to them, or gave them in ſacred charge b 
retain. on their minds and to affirm conflantly as the real 
mind of God in theſe ſcriptures, £8 
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bis perple to God conſidered. 


+ keep cloſe to him, in a way of filial duty, 13. 
and depend upon his nearneſs to you, in a 
W- way of fatherly tenderneſs, and mercy. I 
leave you, as a ſacred depoſitum in his hand, 
« with whom I have intruſted my own im- 
mortal Soul, and he will ſurely vifit you, and 
“bring "oy out of this land (of fin and ſorrow) 
unto the 
Jaac and to facob. Thus Brethren I com- 24. 
mend you to God. 


3. A farther Act of the Apolſtle's paſtoral 
Care and affection, was to commend them, 
to the word of God's grace. And to the word 


Ge. By the Logos, or word of his grace, ei- 
ther the Lord Jeſus Chrift is inte — 

the written word; the Goſpel of the grace of . 
Cod. With the utmoſt propriety, we may 
underſtand them both to be included, in the 


largeneſs of the Apoſtle's intention and the 
— — of his affection. 


1.) He commends them to the word of 
God's grace i. e. || to the Eternal, the Eſſenti- 
C 2 al 


| Calvin, Bexa, and indeed the po of divines, 
have neglected this ſenſe, as too much forced: and con- 
fine it to the written word; but Gomarss an able mem- 
ber of the ſynod of Dart 1618. And our judicious Owen, 
with ſome others, have been of a different mind. And 
I freely own, when I conſider, not only the frequency 
of this title given, to the ſon of God in ſcripture, byt 
alſo how eminently it agrees with the Apoſtle's immediate 
deſign (which was to adminifter every confideration, that 
might contribute to their conſolation under the loſs of 
his future labours among them) How beautifully 
it correſponds with all his ſalutations and valedictions _— 

e 


land, which he ſware to Abraham to Gen. 


ſerve the Lord, and make him your. fear, Plal. 8, 


50, 


or elle Ver. 24. 
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A Paſtor's commending 
al word of God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , for 
this is one of the high, and peculiar titles, 
which is frequently given to the once crucified 
and now exalted Saviour. In the beginning 
daß the word, and the word was with God, and 
" the word was God. There are three that bear 
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
holy Ghoſt : and theſe three are one. He was 
clothed with a veſture dipt in blood, and his name 
is called the word of God. This is the Word Wl 
who was made freſh; and dwelt among us, to 
whom all the Prophets give witneſs ; the glori- 
ous Herald of Peace, and meſſenger of the Co- 
venant; whoſe bleſſed errand and work it was, 
to aboliſh death, and to bring lift, and immorta- 
lity to light, by the Goſpel. Chriſt is here fit- 
ly called the Word of God's grace; as elſe- 
where, he is called, the Son of his Love: In- 
aſmuch as it is He, who has revealed all the 
Counſels of grace, He, the fole medium of 
diſplaying this grace; He, the exhauſtleſs 
fountain, and treaſury of Grace; as at firſt, 
he was the grand, the unſpeakable Gift, of 
AS {ng 3 ; | this 


e 


the ſaints, in other placcs, How much better it an- 
ſwers to the great things, which he repreſents it able to 
effect. And how charmingly it tallies with the full, 
and evident meaning of the word Tear has above 
ſettled; I am greatly under the power of conviction, 
that this is a conſiderable if not the principal thing, the 
Apoſtle had in view, viz. to eſtabliſh them in the grand 
myſtery of God, even of the Father ard of Chrift. Col. 
2. 2. However as the word is capable of a ſound and 
uſeful ſenſe, as underſtood of the Goſpel, I have en- 
larged upon both ſenſes, agreeable to the acknowledged 
copiouſneſs of ſcripture language, and after the worthy 
example of. later expoſitors. See Henry's Annot. 
Guyſe's Paraph. and Gill's expoſ. 


—_—— 4 rm MS +» _ 


3 


bis people to God confidered. 13: 

this grace. Ho ſweetly and ſeaſonably then, 73 

does the Apoſtle, here add . and to the word . 

of his grace! Think him ſaying, © I have 

committed you, Brethren, into the hands of 

a Toving Father, and a faithfull God ; and 

that I may farther familiariſe - the thought, 

of the grace wherein you fand; I commend 

you alſo to the word of his Grace, even tohim, 

whoſe name ſublime, is called the word £4 | 

God: Who is the great Apoſtle and hig 

Prieſt of our profeſſion ; the great, the liv- 

ing, the everlaſting Head, of the Church; 

who under all the viciſſitudes and changes 

of inſtruments and means, abides himſelf, 

the ſame firm object of your faith; centre of 

your Confidence; and ſource of your ſup- 

= plies. It hath pleaſed the Father that in him all Col. _ 

= Fulneſs ſpould dell. Under his care, I can 19. 

= chearfully leave you, and all your concerns, 

while I know he is both an able, and a wil- 

ling Saviour; the Saints are his peculiar 

treaſure and delight. He has received it in 

ſolemn charge trom his Father, that of all 

which he hath given him be ſhould loſe nothing, John 6. 

but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt Day: And 7 

He will exactly perform his Charge, faith- 

fully give up his truſt; No perſon, no Grace . 

ſhall be wanting, in the Day that he maketh pay 3. 

up his Jewels. In his name, and ſtrength, pal. 20. 

therefore, yet /ift up your banners, fight the 5. 

good fight of faith, and be not weary in well do- Tim. 6. 

ing for in due time, Ye ſhall reap if ye faint G1 6. 9. 

not. But | | | 
2.) By the word of God's grace, we may 

underſtand the Gaſpel. This is the meaning 

of the text, according to the general run of 

| expoſitors. 


Rom. 5. 
hey 


* 
2 
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expoſitors. | And thus underſtood, it Fontaine 
a ptoof of the Apoſtle's high eſteem and re- 
gart fot the Goſpel, and of his follicitous 
concern, to raiſe and maintain the like, in 
the hearts of theſe believing Epheſians. 
He well knew its moſt precious nature, arid 
important aſe ; therefore, with his laſt breath 
among them, he fails not earneſtly to incul- 
cate, the neceſſity of their ſtill adhering to 
it, and abiding by it; well aware of the fad 
declenfions, and eminent dangers a Church is 
expoſed to, which once ſinks into an indif- 
ference towards the word, and its ſtated 
_ adminiſtrations. | 
Firſt the Apoſtle wiſely ſuggeſts, the pre- 
£1618 nature of the goſpel he had preached a- 
mong them; He calls it the word of God's 
_ grate and it richly deſerves the character; for 
all the riches of his goodneſs, the freeneſs of 
his compaſſions, the whole ſtupendous plan 
of our redemption; and ſalvation, ſtand here- 
in moſt plainly revealed and moſt ſtrikingly 
iltuſtrated : As Sin bath reigned unto Death, 
therein we are aſſured, Grace alſo ſhall reign 
throagh righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus 
Rem. 11.-Chrift our Lord. Oh the Depths both of the 
33. wifdom and knowledge of God! How ama- 
| zingly great, and amazingly free, his Love 
and grace to unworthy Sinners ! and as ama- 
zing the way too, of commending this love 
| to us; for herein hath God commenaed his Love 
Rom, 5. 4 us, that while we were yet Sinners Chrifh died 
8, for us. Had Sinners a due ſenſe of the worth 
of their Souls, what a treaſure would they 
count this word of God's grace. | 


e 


Rom. 5. 


21. 
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Secondly, 
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his people to Cad conſidered. 
Secondly. The Apoſtle adjoins the blef- 
ſed Uſe and effes, of the Goſpel, with a di- 
vine bleſſing. Which is able to build you up 
and to give you an inheritance among all them that 
are ſanfified. Great and extraordinary Ef- 
fects are here aſcribed to the word of Gods 
grace: it is able to give the inberitance. Not 
that in itſelf, the Goſpel has that efficacy; but 
in the hands of the Lord the Spirit, whoſe 
ordinance it is, theſe bleſſed, - ſupernatural 
Effects, are produced by it. “ God is — 
. 1 er t. | 60 


CToo great indeed to be aſcribed to the Goſpel itſelf, 
but in the low and greatly qualified ſenſe 1 have given. 
Hence Beza, and others, have choſe to make free with 
the grammatical conſtruction of the verſe, by referring 
the relative which to the remoter antecedent God; ra- 


ther than to underſtand it, of the Effects of the Goſpel : 


but the immediate antecedent is , and it is 


to conceive, with what propriety, and fulneſs of mean- 
ing, what is here aſcribed to the word, is all true, of the 


power, and grace of Chriſt; His perſon is the foundati- 
on, his grace the cement, and his Spirit and power, the 


efficient, of the whole building, from firſt to laſt 
And his prerogative it is, to give us the inheritance-; 
for thro him, we have the right to it, by him are trained 
up for it, rom him have the earneſt of it, and in our Na- 
ture and our Name he is gone to take poſſeſſion of it.. 


Let it alſo be obſerved, that while we underſtand the 
term Logos thus, of the word preached, - the genuine bg. 
nification, and proper force of the word cammend inſenſi- 
bly dwindles into the Idea of recommending W for 


though the Goſpel may be, and is in other places, intruf - 
ted with the Church (on which account the Church is 
called the pillar and ground of truth, -(1 Tim. 3. 15.) 
yet it can never be ſaid, with any propriety, the Chureh 
is committed or intriſted to the wileten Word. We are 
taught to inſtruſt our Souls, and their concerns, only 
with a 4vine perſon and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is recom- 
mended thro' the ſcriptures, as the: inmediate object of 
our faith, and confidence in this refpect. . 


— — — 
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1 Cor. 1. 
21, 


Rom. 1. 
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A Paſtor" 5 aids 


«firſt. cauſe, and principal e: Reknt, — 
Goſpel a ſecondary cauſe, and ſubordinate 
[<< inſtrument; the Goſpel can not effect it 
<<. without God, and God will not effect it 

without the Goſpel; ; :the Spirit. ordinarily 
“ makes uſe of the Goſpel, both. to ſanctify, 
and ſlave; z to build up, and . the inhe- 
xitance.“ 

Here 1 might proceed, 0 if time would al- 
low) to conſider diſtinctly the. Uſe, and effects 
of the Goſpelz in the hand of the Spirit, to 
build us up, and give us the inheritance. 
And what the ſtated means, what the grand 
inſtrument in all ages, by which the Spirit 


works, in the converſion, ſanctification, and 
ſalvation of precious ſouls? Is it not the 
Soſpel? for after tbat, in the wiſdom of God, 
_ the world by wiſdem knew not God, it pleaſed 


Cad, by the fooliſhneſs of aan, to ſeve 


them that believe. 


And as to the inheritance— How came we 


by the knowledge of it ? where does the pro- 
miſe of it lie? by what means, do believers 
receive the ſure earneſt, and precious fore- 
taſtes of it? but in, and through, this word 
of God's grace: what elſe too is it; but this 
— Goſpel, which becomes the power of 

Go 

and 1 e f our hearts, and ſpirits, all 


in inlivening, encouraging, animating, 


the way to our Journey's End? wherefore, I 
commend you to God, and the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and 


give you an inheritance. But I muſt * 


to the laſt thing propoſed. 

4. To take notice, How the Apoſtle car- 
ries their thoughts forward, to the ultimate 
* ect 


his people to God conſidered 

Mell of their wiſhes and his own; i. e. the 
inheritance of the Saints: Bleſſed be God, the 
ſaints have an home to go to, when they have 

finiſhed the Work of their generation! Af- 

ter all the toſſings, and rollings, of the veſſels 

of mercy, on the turbulent, and reſtleſs Oce- 

an of time, there is a ſafe harbour, à peace- 

full Haven of reſt awaits them, at the End of 


their voyage of hazzard and toil ; there re- 1 


maineth a reſt for the people of God: Amidſt 
the greateſt changes, and moſt variable aſ- 
pects, on the face of preſent things, that 
continues inyariably the ſame ; and may be 
counted of, and waited for, with all the ſted- 
faſtneſs of faith, and earneſtneſs of defire, the 
nce of the thing deſerves, for 

Firſt. Heaven is an inheritance, a cer- 
tain, a compleat, and an abiding inheritance. 
Now an inheritance ſuppoſeth Heirſhip : and 
= Heirſhip is founded on relation, a Rela- 
tion to him, from whom it is expected. And 
Ohl by how ſure, and precious a tenure, do 
all believers ſtand, Heirs apparent to the hea- 
venly inheritance! It is originally founded on 
the electing, adopting Love, and good plea- 
ſure of God: this is the ſpring-head, both of 
the relation they ſtand in to him, and of the 
inheritance they receive from him. According 


as be hath choſen us in him, &c. having prede- 


Linated us unto the adoption of Children by Jeſus 

| Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good pleaſure 

grace, wherein he hath made us accepted, in the 

beloved. 75 25 

Again. The Believer's title to the inhe- 

ritance is confirmed, by the ſuretiſhip righte- 
1 2 D l 


ouſneſs 


U 


17 


eb. 4.9; 


of his will, to the praife of the glory, of his 


Ep. 1. 4. 
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_ ouſneſs of Chriſt the Redeemer. The Church 
Ep. 1. 3. is the Father's gift to Chriſt, and is Bed 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings, in heavenly places, 
in him: But being fallen Creatures, they 
Þ needed a redemption: Being juſtified freely b; 
* 3* his grace through the Redemption, that is in Je. 
ſus Chriſt. And by this means they become a 
Ps Hp purchaſed poſſeſſion to him, and Heaven be- 
os 8. comes a purchaſed poſſeſſion for them. All are 
' 17. the Children of God by faith in Jeſus Chrift ; and 
if Children then Heirs , Heirs of God and joynt- 
" Heirs with Chriſt, And what is the ſecurity 
of joynt-heirſhip, leſs than this, that Chriſt 
himſelf will fail of this inheritance, 3Zever the 
believer does ; they ſtand and fall together. 
O that we could contemplate on this amazing 
height of our. ſecurity, with all that holy 
reverence, gratitude, and praiſe, which are ſo 
_ richly due, to our condeſcending, incarnate 
Saviour, and God! 
Farther. It is aſcertained by the promiſe, 
and oath, of him, that cannot lye. Heaven 
Was firſt promiſed to Chriſt and then to all 
16. believers in him, and that the promiſe might 
be fure to all the ſeed, God confirmed it by an oath 
that by two immutable things, in which it was 
impolſible for God to lie we might have a ſtrong 
| Heb. 6. conſolation who have fled for refuge, to ay Bold 
18. upon the hope ſet before us. And 
Ll“saſtly. It js put beyond all doubt and ground 
90 ſuſpicion by the work and witneſs of the 
Spirit of life. Giving thanks unto the Father, 
_ hath made us meet to be partakers of the in- 
Col. 1.12 Zerztance of the ſaints in Light. Believers are 
 _ _ brought into the light, and liberty, of Sons 
_ how z and all the branches of their preſent 
f ſpiritual 


his people to God cenfidered. 19 


ſpiritual experience make up one ſacred pledge, 
and ſure earneſt of the inheritance that is to 
come. Wherefore comfort one another with 
theſe things; and rejoyce that your redemp- 
tion draweth nearer than when you firſt be- 1 Them, 
lieved ; a few more weary ſteps, a few more 4. 18. 


= 
f 
1 


landed, on your own proper inheritance, 11. 

which is incorruptible, bk 

away. But 
Secondly, and to cloſe the whole. This 

© . inheritance is for them that are ſan#fed. 

1 I por all ſuch, and for only ſuch. It is not 

an inheritance common to all men, all are 

not Heirs, but all the ſanctiſed in Chriſt Feſus w_ 1. 


ter God's earthly ſanctuary, ſo too, the un- 
renewed, unſanctified, unbelieving Soul ſhall 
never enter his heavenly Sanctuary. There 
ſhall in no wiſe enter into it, any thing that de- 
fileth, neither whatſoever worketh abomination or 
maketh a lie, but they which are written in the Rey. 21. 
Lambs book of life. 27. 
Hear, O Sinner! the high Statute of hea- 
ven, and tremble to think what the unclean- 
neſs you roll in, the luſts you are wedded to, 
will certainly coſt you in the end; even an 
excluſion from the paradiſe of God. 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. He is 14. 
of purer Eyes than to behold Evil; or to ſuffer _ 
iniquity to dwell in his ſight. And the Co- 
venant of his grace knows no other order, 
than this, that ſinners be firſt ſanctified, and 
then ſaved ; firſt holy, and then happy. For 
whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo 
D 2 called, 


13. 


longing looks, a few more cares and fears, my" . 21. 
ſtruggles and conflicts; and you'l get ſafe Rom. T4 


filed, and fadeth not: _ I, 


are ſo. The uncircumciſed were never to en- Re. 44. 


for Heb. 12. 


20 4 Paſtors commending 
Rom. 8. called, and whom he called, them he alſy 
* Fun and whom he juſtified, them he al- 
ſo glorified. So that the holineſs of God's 
nature muſk he diſpenſed with, the wiſe order 
of his Cavenant violated, and his ſacred, ab- 
ſolute decree reverſed, if ever an unjuſtified, 
and unſanctified ſinner enters this inheri- 
hut come ye bumble, ſorrowfull fouls, 
; whoſe greateſt burthen is a body of fin and 
Death; who are hungring, and thirſting af- 
ter righteouſneſs; who would have your hearts, 
your thoughts, your Eips, and lives, all con- 
formable to the will of God; who can not 
love, and live, and roll in fin, as others do, 
but ate labouring after holineſs, longing to 
be rid of preſent incumbrances, and to be 
better fitted for the Service of your God : 
Come, dry up all your tears, with courage 
renew the ſacred conflict, preſs forward tow- 
ards the mark, the inheritance is yours, a 
crown of righteouſneſs awaits you; and not- 
withſtanding the ſmallneſs of all your preſent 
attainments, e'er long you will reach the 
fummit of your largeſt defires. Frar net 
little flock it is your Father's good pleaſure to give 
you the Kingdom, even the inheritance among 


WT 12. all them that are ſanctified. 


\ 


Thus I have gone through, what I intend- 


ed to ſay, in explication of this affecting 
paſſage, It remains now 


II. That I make ſome application of the 
ſubject, agreeable to the preſent occa- 
ſion, and the providence that attends 

us. | Not 


his people to God confidered. 

Not that it becomes me, to draw a paral- 
fel, between the great Apoſtle's caſe in this 
context, and my own. Several circumſtan- 
ces therein, can be mentioned only by way 
of contraſt, to the more tender dealings of a 

acious God with us. And there are other 
Fes, too great, and ſolemn, for One, 
who is conſcious of ſo many deficiencies, to 
preſume to utter, after an inſpired Apoſtle. 
_ Firſt, There were ſeveral, very ſorrow- 
full, and moving Circumſtances, in the caſe, 
between Paul, and this Church at Epheſus, 
which were ſingular and perſonal. 

The Apoſtle's ſituation among them, 
through the difficulties of the times was ſuch, 


21 


that with his own hands he was oblidged to Ver. 34; 


miniſter to his neceſſities, and to them that 
were with him.— but your kind and ſuitable 
{upplies, becoming _ Numbers and abili- 
ties, joined with other mercifull circumſtan- 
ces in my lot, rendered every labour, and e- 
very Care, ef this kind, needleſs. Again, 
the Apoſtle's miniſtry, while with theſe E- 
pheſians, had been attended with many trials 
and hardſhips, with perſecutions and oppo- 
ſitions, from the Enemies of Chriſt, and his 


Goſpel ; with many tears and temptations, which Ver. 19. 


befell him by the lying in wait of the Jews — 
Whereas it hath been my mercy, to miniſter 
the word among you, without any of this 
fort of difficulties and diſcouragements. I 
cannot but mention 1t, as a matter worth 
notice, that though my ſituation has been a- 


midſt ſo great a variety of thoſe, who are 
ſtrangers to our profeſſion, and manner of 


worſhip ; and for the moſt part thoſe, whoſe 
ET IN aze 
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Mic. 4. 4. 


Ver. 22, 
23. 


ſervice, if we can but add, with the Apoſtle, 


A Paſtor's commending 

age in life, is not always attended with that 
decorum in conduct which elder years are ex- 
pected to command; yet all theſe _ ſixteen 
years, I have been among you, I have never 
met with a ſingle inſtance of inſult, or ill u- 
ſage, in private; or of oppoſition, and inter- 
ruption in my public work, ſo as to render 
my labours burthenſome, or my ſituation un- 
cn This 1s the unſpeakable mercy of the 

Churches, in this age, and nation, t that we 
can fit every man under his vine and under his 


i tree, none making them afraid. O that there 


was an heart in us, ſuitably to prize and ſuit- 
ably to Improve, the vaſt and ſingular privi- 
leges we enjoy, both civil and ſacred! Far- 
ther, Paul, at this ſorrowful parting with the 


Epheſians was going bound in the ſpirit to 


Jeruſalem, Net knowing (ſays he) the things 
that fall befall me there, ſave that the Holy 
Gboft witneſſeth in every city, ſaying, that bonds 
and affiitiions abide me. That is, by the ſpirit 
of inſpiration, he with an infallible certainty 
foreſaw, that his remove was to be, from one 
ſcene of trials to another, from lighter per- 
ſecutions, and oppaſitions, to thoſe that 
would be heavier and hotter. Whereas in the 
common courſe. of providence the Lord wiſely 
withholds the knowledge of future events 
from his ſervants, and makes it our duty to 
go forth chearfully in the path he calls us to 
walk in, hoping in his goodneſs, that mercy 
and truth ſhall ſtill be with us, and that he 


will cauſe his name to be glorified, in us, and 


by us. And it matters little what difficultics 
we are called to engage, or to ſuffer for his 


but 


his people to God confidered. 


my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my 


courſe with joy and the minifiry which I bave re- 


ceived of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify © the Goſpel of 
the grace of God. Once more < 

The Apoſtle by the ſame infallible ſpirit, 
was oblidged to ay rar them, that they 


ſhould never ſee his face any more. And now Ver. 25. 


behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have 
gone preaching the kingdom of God, ſhall ſee my 
face no more. This was a very tender and 
moving circumſtance, in this taking of 
Leave. Where there is any love, has been 
any communion and fellowſhip, any ſuitable- 
neſs and ſucceſs, of a miniſter among his peo- 
ple; a final farewell is very ſolemn, and ſtrik- 


ing: and it is accordingly ſaid, hey ſorrowed Ver. 38. 


moſt of all for the words which he ſpake that they 
ſhould ſee his face no more. But bleſſed be 


God! though I am called to a remove, which 


is inconſiſtent with my continuing, in the 
paſtoral relation, among you; yet I truſt in 
the courſe of his gracious providence towards 
us, future occaſions may be. afforded, of our 
ſeeing one another again with comfort : the 
preſent tranſitory life indeed is a very fading 
_ uncertain thing, and therefore it is our wiſ- 
dom not to count too much of futurity ; but 
as I ſhall not ceaſe to maintain a warm, and 


ſincere regard, for your welfare, ſo I ſhall 


not be backward to expreſs it, in whatever 
ways I am able. However, Brethren, On/y 
tet your converſation be as it becometh the Goſpel, 
that whether ' I come and ſee you or elſe be abſent 


1 may hear of your affairs that ye fland faſt in 1 75 x, 


Se 


— 


but none of theſe things move me, neither count I Ver. 24. 


. 
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one Spirit, with one mind friving together for the 

faith of the Goſpel. 
Finally; This great man of God was au- 
| thoriſed by the ſame Spirit of prophecy to 
Ver. 29, acquaint them, that after his departure, griev- 
30. ous wolves ſhould enter in among them, ſpoil 
the flock : alſo of themſelves ſhould ariſe men 
| ſpeaking perverſe things to draw away diſciples af- 
Heb. 6.9. fer them.— But as I hope better things of you, 
brethren, and things that accompany ſalva- 
tion; ſo would Iearneſtly urge and inforce it, 
upon every of your ſpirits; that ye make 
conſcience of keeping cloſe to the Lord, and 
to one another, that you be importu- 
Ha. 11. z. nate before the thone of grace, for a ſpirit 
Zech. 12. of wiſdom, and underſtanding, a ſpirit of 
Eph. by grace, and ſupplication : and a ſpirit of hu- 
3. mility, Love, harmony and concord in your 
future choice, of a Paſtor to go in and out 
John 6. before you, and to break the bread of life un- 

35- to you. | | 
Theſe things then are too ſingular to be 

applied by way of parallel. And 
Secondly. There are others, which ſeem 
too great and apoſtolical, for ordinary diſ- 
penſers of the word, to apply alſo. Such as 
Ver. 24 his ſolemn appeal, that he had not ſhunned 
27. to declare the whole counſel of God— That 
he was clear from the blood of all men— 
that none of his perſecutions and difficulties 
moved him,. that he counted not his life 
dear to him And that by the grace of God, 
Ver. 31. he had not ceaſed, all the time he was with 
them, to warn every one night and day with 
tears, Ge. | 


Alt 


, 
- 
' 
Y 
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All that I dare fay of this kind, and I hope 
f can with truth fay is— That my ſincere and 


25 


earneſt dèſire has been, that I might be pro- pai. 16. 


fable to all your precious Souls; that 1 


LL | 
might be inſtrumental of eng the ig- Rom. 10- 
norant,— df awakening ſinners, and convin- 3. 


LL 


Rom. 3. 
cing them of their loſt and periſhing conditi- 4's 


bn— of encouraging awakened Souls to flee, Joſh. 20. 


by faith to Chriſt, the City of their refuge 
of editying and eſtabliſhing you in your moſt 


75 principles, the nature, and neceſſity of a 
ife of holineſs, as becometh Saints: And with 
theſe views (I hope, I may ſay,) I have not 
defignedly kept you ignorant, of any point of 
goſpel Revelation. Through grace, I am 
hot aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt; theſe 
eat and momentous Doctrines of the grace, 
of the ever bleſſed God, which the world ma- 
lign and deſpiſe, have been, and are the truths 
on which your faith and my own is built. I 
am conſcious of many infirmities, and great 
deficiencies . attending my miniſtrations a- 
mong you, and have been often greatly a- 
ſhamed, and diſcouraged, at the too apparent 
weakneſs, in many of my performances : the 
more would I adore, the tree, and rich grace 
of our God, in making me uſefull, to any of 


your Souls. Yet I have to fay, you know Tim. 3; 
Brethren, niy Doctrine as well as my manner 10. 
of life among you, that in ſimplicity and godly 


ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace 


of God, we have had our converſation in the 


world, and more abundantly to you wards, And 
had it been the pleaſure of God, to have re- 


E moved 


3. 
ſal. 9.9 
ude 20. 


holy faith, who have believed through grace Heb. 12. 
And of repreſenting and inforcing, on goſ- 13. 


12 


2 Cor. 1. 


—üͤ mt 


r —— WJ 
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2 Pet. 1: 


Tre the truths on which I re 
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moved me by Death, inſtead of the preſent 
method of his providence, the truths I have 
reached unto you, according to my abilities, 
my own Soul, 
and it's eternal intereſt, living and dying. 
We have not followed cunningly deviſed fables, 
when we made Known unto you the power and 


coming of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt. Stand faſt 


therefore, and firmly abide, in theſe truths, 
not- becauſe I have preached them, but be- 
cauſe they are the truths of God, and I truſt, 
through the Spirit of grace, have had their 
influence, and evidence, in many of your con- 
ſciences. | 
However, I would alſo proceed juſt to ob- 
ſerve that in /ome other things a parallel might, 
in ſome meaſure, be drawn, between the caſe 
in our text, and that wherein we are concern- 
ed, which, as they have a ſenſible influence 
on the inward peace and compoſure of my 
own ſpirit, .I cannot but mention, with the 
hope, of their promoting a like effect [on 
yours. 
The Apoſtle's remove from this Church at 
Epheſus, was not the effect of any contrivance 
or ſecret management of his; not the fruit 
of any intereſt he had made, or any active 
meaſures he had taken, with deſgn of procur- 
ing himſelf a Call to any other place, or em- 


Fee ployment; but the whole affair was to him a 


diſpoſition of alwiſe providence, wherein he 


. eſteemed it his duty to obey, and theirs to 


ſubmit. | | 
Again. He way moved to give up his 
preſent truſt, and charge ; not becauſe he was 


influenced, by the ambition or proſpect of 


prefer- 
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preferment, nor by the low, mercenary views, 
of a life of more pleaſure, or honour, or Eaſe; 
but as he was perſuaded, it was the will of 
Gad, he was obeying, and was conſcious of 
a deſire to ſerve him, living and dying. 

Nor does he now — * leave, becauſe 
his life was rendered comfortleſs, by their 
ſlights and contempt, or his ſpirit had been 
depreſſed, by a ſeries of ill uſage and neglect. 
If ſo there had been little room for theſe mov- 
ing inſtances, of mutual tenderneſs and af- 
Eon, which lie around our text; or for 
their parting in that ſpirit of concord and 
peace, which ſhines through the whole. 

It myſtneeds yield both you. and me there- 
fore, the trueſt ſatisfaCtion to reflect, that as 


| we have thus far travelled together on the 


heavenly road, at parting, we, can now ſhake 
the hand of ſacred friendſhip, fill preſerving 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, 
And that I may a little more fully expreſs 
my cordial chriſtian regards, and tendereft 
wiſhes for you; with the Apoſtle in our text, 
Now Brethren I commend you to God, &c. 
1. Icommend you to God, even the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. His Father and your 
Father, his God and your God. Though a 
frail creature is about to leave you, he leaves 
you in good hands. I truſt the eternal God Jor. 32 
will not leave you, nor ſuffer you to leave *o. 
him. He is a Covenant-making, and Co- Pial. 80. 
venant-keeping God— the ſhepherd of Iſrael 51 
who never ſlumbers nor ſleeps— the Foun- * 
| tain of Iſrael with whom are all ſupplies— per. 2. 1; 
and who is your beſt refuge and ſure hiding Pfal. 46. 
place amidſt every danger and ſtorm, who has > *: 
| E 2 pro- 


Eph. 4-3- 
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ided for you and will be to you, an un- 
Pelle everlaſting Reſt, when ye ſhall 
have finiſhed your M54 for thy God, Be- 
Iſa. 60. hever, will be thy Glory, in whoſ e preſence there 
Piet 16. is a fulneſs of Foy, and at whoſe 2 band tbere 

ö art pleaſures fo ever more. 
2. I commend you to the word of his grace, 
even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, God maniteſt in 
the fleſh, the incarnate Saviour; to him who 
Was once dead, but is alive for evermore and 
Rev. 1. hath the Keys of hell and of Death. The 
18 oy. and the ſure foundation which God hath 
Ia. 28. laid in Zion.— to whom therefore coming as un- 
16. toa ſiving fone diſallowed indeed of men, but 
thoſin of God and precious, ye alſo as . ſtones 
are built up a {prritual houſe, an holy prieftbood 
to offer up ſpiritual Jacrifices, acceptable to God by 
a Pet. 2. Feſws Chriſt. Under all your deadneſs of 
frames, and diſmay of heart remember Jeſus 
lives, and lives for ever, our head of righ- 
jeouſneſs and head of influence— But 

'3. I commend you to the word of his 
grace, even the Bible of truth, and to a 
preached . as founded upon it, and 


IIa. 11. 
10- 


warranted b I earneſtly commend this 

John 5. 
| 29. Word of God's Ties to you, as a ſacred inva- | 
= Ex. 9. 21. luable treaſure, which you can never too 


g we, + highly value and duely regard. I commend 
'V Pfal. 1 9, it as the matter of your, daily peruſal, ſerious 
| 105--49 meditation, and diligent ſtudy— as the only 

Plal. 27. ſafe guide, firm prop, and ſtanding food, of 
jo 3* _ your Faith and hope, —as the compleat rule 
—2;, of goſpel holineſs and Law of liberty.— the 

rule of your circumſpect walking in the 

| * world, and the rule of your chriſtian beha- 
5 viour one towards another, In a word, 


your 
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your guide, and warrant, in all your fervent Pal. 109. 
rayers to God, for yourſelves, your fami- 4+ 
5 for poor ſinners, for the Church of Jer 3": * 
Chriſt, and his general intereſt throughout 17388 
the world. | John 10. 
Each of theſe particulars deſerves a di- ,** 
ſtint enlargement, but as they are of the z. —1 
ſame nature with the ſubject- matter of my Mat. 6. 
morning's diſcourſe; I ſhall wave any far- 10. 
ther conſideration of them, and inſtead there- 
of ſubjoin, what, in the integrity of my heart, 
I was then led, to preſs upon myſelf, and you. | 
And ſuffer me Brethren, to be your faithful 2 Pet. 3. 
Remembrancer in theſe things: ſince the 
duties of our office, include your inſtruttion, 
as well as your Conſolation. It becomes me, 
not only to commend you to God, but alſo g Tim. 4. 
to inſtruct, and direct, to counſel, and caution 2. - 
you, in whatever reſpects his Will, and his 
Ways ; for, to be the Chriſtian indeed, is 
not only to be built up, by the power of 
race, but to be ſtill going on in the path of 
5 787 not only to be waiting for the Crown, Exod. 14; 
but to be willing bearers of the Croſs; not 15. 6 
only to have a title to the inheritance, but to . 
be walking worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing, 
being fruitfull in every good work, and encreaſing Col. 1. 10 
in the knowledge of God, Wherefore, Only let 
your Converſation be, as it becometh the Goſpel of 
Chrift, that whether I come and ſee you, or elſe be 
abſent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye ſtand 
faſt in one Spirit, with one mind, ſtriving toge- 
ther for the faith of the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 27. 
Remember | 
1.) I obſerved to you, That © ſound prin- 
ciples, a right ſpirit, and a becoming walk, 


ſhould 


7 


% 


r ²⁰U— Tx — 


FI) 
- TPA „ W » 
— . \. P 
_ — - - _ . 5 - 


-. = A Paſtor's commending 
| ſhould be the united endeavour of every Goſ- 
Rev. 3.1 pel Profeſſor.“ It is an eaſy matter, to make 
fp metbing, of a Profeſſion, to have a name that 
we live. But Oh! let it be all our concern, 
more and more, to know that we live indeed, 
that we are living branches in union with the 
. living vine; that the ſpirit of Chriſt dwelleth 
5. in us, and know ye not, how that eſus Chrif is 
2 Cor. 13 in you except ye be reprobates ? That we poſſeſs 
5. © thetruth, as well as profeſs it, for many are 
profeſſed friends to the goſpel. of holineſs, 
John 17. : . 
"17 ho yet abide ſtrangers, to the holineſs of the 
| Goſpel : too many ſeem zealous for the great 
truths of grace, who are languid, and indit- 
Tit. 1.16. ferent, about its life and power. 
2.) Rememberit was told you— «To 
be a real Chriſtian, is to have not only that 
fude z. faith, which the goſpel is the matter of, but 
Acts 18, alſo that faith, which the goſpel is the means 
27. of; there is the Doctrine of faith, and the 
race of faith; Many may be reckoned 
aſters of the former, who remain ſtrangers 
to the latter. The judgment may be well ſet- 
tled in the knowledge of the truth, when the 
affections are but little influenced by the love 
of the truth. It is a good thing to have the 
underſtanding well informed, but better to 
have the heart well inclined. Many, (it is to 
be feared) have ſound heads, and rotten hearts, 
who talk high, and live low; in their ſenti- 
ments are up to the Clouds, but in their lives, 
and converſation, are groveling on the Earth; 
their affections (like the Mole) are buried in 
the ground, and moſt in their Element, when 
moſt undiſturbed, and buſy, at the roots of 
earthly enjoyments, It is my earneſt and Jaſt 
LD advice, 


* 
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advice, that you would all diſtinguiſh be- 
tween head-knowledge, and heart- experience; 
one may furniſh matter for talking of Chriſt, 
diſputing for Chriſt, and maintaining your 
Character as goſpel profeſſors ; the other on- 
ly will enable you, to live to Chriſt, to ſuf- 
fer for Chriſt, and to adorn your Character, 
as real Chriſtians. Behold, how vaſtly dif- 
ferent are theſe two things! and yet, how 
awfully will many be deceived, by reſting in 
the one, without the other: There is no one 
circumſtance attends my leaving you, which 
more ſenſibly affects me, than the fear, I ſhall 


leave ſome of you, as I found you— yet in AQts8. 


your ſins; ſtrangers to the plague of your 
own hearts; and deſtitute of the faith of the 


operation of God; who, amidſt all your Col. 2. 


friendſhip and reſpect for me, have been no 


1 


1 King 8. 


true friends to your own ſouls, by laying to Iſa. 47. 7. 


heart the things you have heard, and by ſeek- Heb. 2. 


ing in earneſt after the great ſalvation. But 


ſeek the Lord while he may be found, call upon 
him while he is near; and remember who it is 


hath ſaid it, Ie ſhall ſeek me and find me, ſer. 29.13 


when ye ſhall ſearch for me with all your heart. 
But . 

3.) Remember the important duty, I 
preſſed upon myſelf and you, that we en- 
deavour, by the grace of God, ſtill to ſtand 
our ground and maintain that holy ſtrife and 
conflict, with our ſpiritual enemies in which 
we are engaged.” It is a leading, incum- 
bent duty, of all Believers, to ſtand faſt, in 
their moſt holy profeſſion ; it ſhould be the 
inceſſant, invariable object, of all our cares, 
prayers and holy endeavours, for it is an ex- 


cceding 


* 


. 55:6, 
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8 ceeding weighty matter. The Apoſtle elſe- 
Eph. 6. Where, lays Ne greateſt ſtreſs on it And bav- 

13. i done all to ſtand. Next to our ſetting out 
well, of what conſequence is it, that we ſtand 

our ground, and go on well in God's good 

ways! And Oh how awful is it, to ſee any 

who have, to appearance made good begin- 

nings, and ſome hopefull progreſs heaven- 

ward, turning their backs upon the promiſed 

land, and making themſelves a Captain, to 
return again into Egypt! Therefore, my be- 

| loved Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt unmoveable always 

_— abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as 

"99 ye know, that your labour is not in vain in the 

z Cor. 

15. 58. There are two Things which are dange- 
rous Enemies to a believer's ſtedfaſtneſs. 
Difficulties and Drowſineſs. 

Firſt. The Road to the heavenly Canaan 
is attended with its Difficulties. Our keeping 
the faith muſt have its ſtruggles and conflicts. 
The Force of temptations, the fury of the 
Adverſary, and the flame of perſecution, 
have often made the Chriſtian's paſſage to 

x Pet. 4. glory, a fiery trial. And in theſe milder days 
Heb. 12. Of our pilgrimage, while we have our vines, 
and our fige-trees, our Oyl, and our Honey, 
Deut. 8.8 and can eat our bread without ſcarceneſs, yet 
we have ſtill, an enſnaring world, a tempt- 

ing Devil, and deceitfull hearts to conflict 

with ; and what with the tide of Error, the 
ſophiſtry, craft, and vigilance of thoſe that 

Eph. 4. lie in wait to deceive z together with the ſtrong 
14. Propenſities, of our proud, and corrupt na- 
Plal. 107. tures, to diſreliſh, and rebell againſt, the 
Eph. 4. truth as it is in Jeſus; it requires no little 
21 ; | Pains 
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pains, and care, for a people to keep poſſeſ- Rev. 22. 


lion of the pure Goſpel, of the grace of 


God.— And what with the Wiles of Satan, 2 Cor. 2. 
the enchantments of the world, the deceit- 11. 


fulneſs of Sin; what with the ſtrength of our Kg. 7- 
2 2 " 11. 
corruptions, the weakneſs of our graces, the Nat. 14. 


coldneſs of profeſſors, and the boldneſs of the 31. 


profane; it is no leſs difficult, to keep our Phil. 2. 
garments unſpotted with the fleſh, and our 2 


Hof. 4.1 
hearts and frames in a due temperature for 2. N 


God, and a cloſe, and comfortable walk be- * 23. 

fore him. And then | _ $7- 
Secondly. There is the Evil of drowſi- _— 7. 

neſs; ſpiritual ſloth, and ſlumber, which is 1. 

full as dangerous to our ſpiritual proſperity 

as our ſevereſt conflicts, for to ſleep ſtanding, 

is to be near falling; it is next to a miracle if 

ſuch an one ſtands long, and more ſo, if he 


ſtands faſt. How well ſoever the ſoldier is 


armed, how great ſoever his courage and 
ſtrength, yet when he is afleep, he is de- 
fenceleſs againſt his weakeſt Enemy: beſides 
the ſleeping centinel expoſes himſelf, to the 
reſentment of his Prince, as well as to the 
fury of his foe. Wherefore be ſober be vigilant, 


for your adverſary the Devil as a roaring Lion 


walketh about ſeeking whom he may devour , um 
reſiſt ſtedfaſt in the Faith. "© ' * .* 

And if a ſpirit of ſlumber is of ſo dange- Rom. rt: 
tous a tendency, to the ſound believer, of 8. 
what dreadfull, of what fatal conſequence is it 


like to be, to every formal and falſe profeſ- 


for | Sinner! thou art aſleep, faſt aſleep out 
of the Ark, taking thy reſt on the ſoft Couch 
of carnal ſecurity, and ſenſual delights ; and 
thinkeſt not, how near the ſweeping * | 
F . TAME - 


* (| 


1 Tim. 6. 
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of God's wrath, is rolling in upon thee: the 


ſtorm is gathering, the rains juſt deſcending, 
and the fountains of the great deep near 
burſting forth, upon an impenitent and God- 


provoking World; and thou unprovided 


7. with an Ark of ſafety ! content to be a ſtran- 


ger to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! though he on- 


ly can deliver you from the wrath to come. A. 
wake thou that ſicepeſt, ariſe from the Dead, and 
. Chriſt ſhall give thee light. Kiſs the Son leſt he 


be angry, and you periſh from the way, when his 


. aprath is kindled but a little :- bleſſed are all they 
'- that put their truſt in bim. May the eternal 
Spirit make this freſh warning, more ſuc- 

ceſsfull to ſome of your ſouls, than I fear all 


my former miniſtrations have been to you | 
But Bl 

4.) I proceed farther to remind you, Bre- 
thren, that tis the Believer's duty, not on- 
ly to ſtand firmly, but to a& vigorouſly for 
the faith of the Goſpel.” that ye fand faſt 
ſtriving together. To ſtrive, according to the 


original, is to “ exert a man's full ſtrength, 


to ſhew his utmoſt ſkill and manhood, to do 
his very beſt, in vanquiſhing his antagoniſt.” 
And Oh! How does it become the Chriſtian 
to do ſo, in fighting the good fight of faith ! in 
running the race which is ſet before him ! while 
he has an unfading crown in view, as his 
ſure reward, and the great Captain of ſalva- 
tion to look to, for all needed aids by the 
way. Wherefore let us not . be weary nor 
faint in our minds but ſtrive, wreſtle. And 
this includes three things, viz. Earneſt prayer 
—holy induſtry— and humble reliance. 


Firſt. 
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Firſt. Be earneſt in prayer for, and wits. 
one: another. Every | Believer ſhould be a Gen. 32. 
wreſtling Jacob, — like him, keep taſt, 24. 
hold of "the man of God's right hand. Tell Er. 80. 
ons e you will not let him go, unleſs he bleſs, ! 7-14 2 
The reſidue of the Spirit is with him, 15 
ad. he holdeth the ſtars in his right hand; . 1. 
wherefore, qe that mate mention of the Lord.: 
keep not felence and give him na reſt, lill be eſta- 1 62. 6 
bliſh and untill he aka Jeruſalem a praiſe in the 8 0 42. 
Earth. For wreſtling Jacobs ſhall be pre- 28. 
vailing Iſraels. The Fray is not about tak- 25 228 
ing leave of that church, or that ſoul, where am. 
a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication is continued; 45 
obe elfectual fervent prayer of a righteous man a- 
vnileih much. Add to this 1 
Secondly. An holy induſtry. The dili- Prov. 10. 
gent hand maketh rich in ſpirituals, as well as + 
in temporals. The ſlothful profeſſor is always 
a lifeleſs profeſſor ; uncomfortable to him- pet. 1. 
ſelf and unprofitable to others. But ye bre. 58. 
thren giving all diligence, add to your faith vir- 
tue, to virtue knowledge—temperance——petience 
——godlineſs—brotherly kindneſs —Chariiy : for if 
theſe things be in you and abound, they make you, 
that ye ſhall not be barren, nor unfruitſill in the | 
| prof 6 of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Take pains Prov. 4. 
with yourſelves, and take pains with one a- Pal 141. 
nother; ſet a watch over your hearts, and 
at the door of your lips, and over the tenor Ep. . 
of your lives. Uſe diligence in coming out 1 
to hear, uſe your judgments in what you 24. * 
hear, and follow all opportunities with fer- 
vent prayer for a bleſſing. Make conſcicuce Ifa. 56. 44 
of the Lord's ſabbaths ; ſo much as you let 
the world creep into your ſabbaths, ſo much 
F 2 you 


> 
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you deprive yourſelyes of the very means of 
ſpiritual growth: If the morning is ſacrificed 


2 indolence or gain, what can we afterwards 
but to be ſent empty away. Had Iſ- 


; W lected to gather manna till the after- 
* HOON, 15 


ubtleſs they had ſtarved in the midft 


of plenty. They whe make little conſcience 


of God's Ordinances, mult expect to conti- 


nue ſtrangers, to his conſolations. 
Again. Take pains with one another. 


' Then they that faxed the Lord, ſpake often, one 


to another, Sc. Church Communion is Chriſt's 
ordinance ; and brotherly love, prayer, 


watch and ſpiritual converſe, are the /ife of 


Church communion. Church relation, with- 
out Chriſtian affetion, is a body without a 


Soul. Wherefore ſtrive together for the faith 


Philem. 


. 


25. 


of the goſpel : ſtrive to encourage one ano- 
thers gifts, to ſtrengthen one another's hands, 
to warm one another's hearts, and to animate 
the whole body, to an united, vigorous fol- 
lowing, of the Lord, in all the paths of ſpi- 
ritual obedience. 
They are bad ſymptoms when it comes to 
this, that a Church allow themſelves, to de- 
ſpiſe the giſts, to check the activity, to ſneer 
at the Zeal, to reſent the faithfulneſs, or to 
ut the worſt conſtruction, upon the weak- 
neſts and defects, of any member of their 
community. But I truſt you will continue 
carefully to avoid theſe things, as hitherto 
you have done, and the Lord be ever with 

your Spirits! only uſe an holy induſtry. 
But, I am aware of a generation, who 
ride themſelves in rejecting all this part of 
miniſterial inftruction, as being „% Jow and 
legal— 


cious heart, who 


bis people to God conſidered. 


| legal— a putting upon the Creature (as *tig 
termed) and a forgetting man's ſpiritual ina- 
bility for every good word and work:“ Such 
ſhew a pleaſure in hearing what Chriſt has 
done ſor us, but would never hear what we 
are enjoined to do, for Chriſt. They love to 
hear man's ſuſficiency degraded, but tis too 
evidently, that their own floth, and looſeneſs 
may be excufed. I truſt brethren ye have not R. 
ſo learned Chriſt. Not by might nor Iy potber, ac K 


but 7 my Spirit faith the Lid of hoſts. Yet ec. 4. 6. 
now be ſtrong Sc. all ye people of the Land, and 
work : for I am with'you ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Hag. 2. 4. 
Wherefore my beloved, as ye have alwvays obeyed, 
not as in my preſence only, but now much more in 
my wrt wig z work out your own ſalvation, with 
fear and trembling, for it is God who worketh 
in you, both to will and to do, of his good pleaſure. phil. 2. 
Creature-inſufficiency, and Chriſtian induſtry 12. 
never jarr but in carnal hearts: the deepeſt 
ſenſe of our own weakneſs, ſweetly agrees 
with our utmolt diligence, in making ou call- 2 Pet. 1: 
ing and election ſure : And he is awfully deſti- 10. 
tute, of one of the grand ſenſations, of a gra- 
fo els not his own emptineſs, 

carrying him out to Chriſt's fullneſs; and his 
largeſt apprehenſions of grace, moſt-power- 
fully conſtraining to acts of Duty. The grace 2 Cor. 5. 
of the Goſpel gives the higheſtreliſh for Goſ- Ihn 3. 

pel obedience, and he muſt needs have a very * 
weak head, or a worſe heart, who ſets theſ. 
things at odds, which infinite wiſdom hath 
united in fo cloſe and ſacred a band. 


This 
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5 This however gives. me occaſion to ad, 


Thirdly. | Strive together, with an hum- 
ble-reliance, a reliance on him, who is of God 
made unto us, wiſdom, and righteouſneſs and 

x Cor. 1. /anfification and redemption. Every Duty is 
3®. to be made conſcience of, but ever, in a 
"WP frame of ſoul-dependance. Duties are to be 
urged on the conſcience, not to inflate with 

pride and ſelf- ſufficiency; (it has no ſuch 
tendency) but rather to increaſe our humility, 

to try our willingneſs, and promote our re- 

John 15. liance, He who hath ſaid, wirhout me ye can 
8 dh nothing, hath ſaid too, my grace is ſufficient 

| for «you : and the Saint who of himſelf was. 
2 = 3 838 for a good thought, triumphs in this, 
J. that be could do all things through © Chriſt - that 
Phil. 4. ffrengtbened bim. The whole myſtery of ſanc- 
| Cal. 2.6. ufication. lies in this, as ye have received the 
». ' Lond\Feſus Chriſt ſo walk ye in kim. Go forth 
theretore continually in his ſtrength, mak ing 

mention of his righteouſneſs, and that only. 

. And Laſtly. Let me be your remem- 
brancer,- as to the temper and ſpirit, in 

Which, we are to maintain this holy and ſpi- 
ritual ſtrife.” In one mind, and one ſpirit, 
ſtriving together for the faith of the Goſpel. 
Whether by one ſpirit, we underſtand the 

ſpirit of grace, or elſe the grace of the ſpirit, 

the duty enjoined us is much the ſame; for 

in both the ſenſes, the great object of the 
Chriſtians conſcientious regard is, that he 

acts not in his cw" ſpirit, or according to his 

0:01 


his people to God conſidered. 


6:01 mind; but in all things that he hath the 1 Cor. 2. 
mind of God. Nothing is of greater conſe- 16. 


quence to us, throughout our courſe, than 


the taking good heed to our own Spirits. 


Time would fail me, in pointing out the va- 
rious ways in which mens own ſpirits diſco- 
ver themſelves, as to ſpiritual matters; with 
the deſtructive effects thereof, as to Church 
and ſoul- proſperity. In ſome it is a captious 
Spirit, ever criticizing and cavilling at the 
word, and the diſpenſers of it; in ſtead of 
getting nouriſhment from it, as the bread of 
life. In others, it is a peeviſh, repining, 
murmuring Spirit; ever complaining of 
ſomething amiſs, therefore ever diſquieted, 
diſſatisfied, and unthankful. In Others *tis 
a bold, and rebellious Spirit, which dares to 
arraign even providence at its bar, and to 
paſs the'raſh ſentence, <* I do well to be an- 

> 

I Again. It is too often ſeen, what havock 
the grand adverſary makes, with the peace, 
and proſperity of a Church, when once he pre- 
vails, to get men to act it their own ſpirits. 
Here, it is often a ſelfiſh, a willfull Spirit, 
which mult have every thing in its own way, 
or never at Eaſe; and if f only, is pleaſed, 
is no way concerned how others are grieved. 
| Too often, it's an angry, haughty, lord- 
ly Spirit, reſentful at every neglect, impa- 


tient of all controul : and therefore, not un- 
frequently, it is a dividing, cruel, and ſname- 
ful Spirit; that can look. on Zion, bleeding, 
languiſhing, dying, with an unrelenting Eye, 
tho iel, gave the wound, and firft cauſed 


the 


39 


Jonah 
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the diſtreſs: O what a ſhame is it, to ſee a 
Church's peace, Edification, proſperity, in- 
creaſe ; all made a facrifice to fome Idol o- 
Pinion ! or to ſome perſonal reſentment! or 
to the pride of preheminence ! or (may be) 
to mere caprice and humouf ! any of which, 
when a man is left to act in his own ſpirit, is 
far dearer to him, than all the ſacred union, 


Aa; 20. harmony, love, fellowſhip, and Joy, of the 


28, dear flock of God, which be bath purchaſed with 
his own blood. But ye Brethren flee theſe 
things; and inſtead of them 
_ Firſt, Look within. Seg well to it, what 
manner of Spirit ye are of, what the prevail- 
ing temper, ſpirit, or diſpoſition, of your 

Rom. 16. Souls: whether it is under the management 

17. and direction of the Spirit of grace, or whe- 

ther it is guided, fautered, and fed, by the 

OY. author of confuſion. 
Secondly. Look well around you; as oc- 
caſion ſhall require. Mark thoſe that cauſe 
diviſtons ; for a dividing ſpirit is a peſt to 
Church proſperity. A communion this, ſo 
delicate, as to require one mind and one Spirit 
as well as one voice and hand to forward its in- 

| tereſts. 

Laſtly. Look much above; and by faith 
live on that one Spirit, who has created you 
Eph. a. anew in Chriſt Jeſus ; who has taken away 
10. your heart of ſtone, and given you an heart of 
Boy: 36. fleſh; who dwelleth in you, and will be with 
pfal. zr. YM, to perfect the work he has already be- 
gun; and who will never ceaſe to lead you 


WW > 
Pfal. 143. and guide you, x6 are brought to the 


1% Land of uprightneſs, and Joy. 


And 


his people to God considered. 


And to conclude the whole in the words of 
Hur Apoſtle. Phil. 4. 8, 9. Finally Bre- 
thren, whatſoever things are true, whatſoever 
things are honeſt, whatſoever things are Juſt 
whatſoever things are pure, whatſcever things 
are lovely, whatſoever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, and if there be any praiſe, 
think of theſe things. Thoſe things which ye have 
Both learned and received, and heard and ſeen in 
me do: and the God of peace ſhall be with you. 

Thus Brethren I commend you to God and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance among all them that 
are Janitiped. | 


The E ND. 


Where may be had 
A Serious addreſs to all ſober Chriſtians 


of every denomination amongſt pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters ; eſpecially thoſe of affluent 
circuraſtances in town and Country, on the 
important ſubject of a Goſpel miniſtry, where- 
in the grand qualification for the miniſterial 
office is ſuggeſted, and the neceſſity of a more 
general concern and of more effectual mea- 
ſures, for the ſuitable ſupply of deſtitute com- 
munities is repreſented with earneſtneſs and 
Candour. 


